
A u c k l a n d  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s

M a s t e r  p l a n  B o o k l e t  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 9

S E C T I O N  F I V E

A P P E N D I C E S

5.01  Benchmarks

5 .02  Compar ison  w i th  Hami l ton  Gardens

5.03  Dra f t  management  p r inc ip les

5 .04  Vis i to r  p ro f i le 
 (Event  Research  summary  2008)

5 .05  Marke t ing  ob jec t i ves
 (Marke t ing  P lan  summary  2008)



Pa g e  4 3

S
e

ct
io

n
 f

o
u

r
M

as
te

r p
la

n 
la

ye
rs

S
e

c
ti

o
n

 f
iv

e 
Ap

pe
nd

ic
es

S
e

c
ti

o
n

 t
w

o
Co

nc
ep

t o
ve

rv
ie

w
S

ec
ti

on
 t

hr
ee

Co
nt

ex
t &

 a
na

lys
is

S
e

c
ti

o
n

 o
n

e
In

tr
o

d
u

ct
io

n
1

2
3

4
5

A u c k l a n d  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s   •   M a s t e r  p l a n  B o o k l e t   •  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 9

5.01  Benchmarks
At the outset of the master plan design process, 
National and international benchmark examples 
were considered for their relevance to the 
Botanic Gardens master plan project. Examples 
were discussed with the Project Design Team 
to understand, compare and position the unique 
identity and theme of the Botanic Gardens.  The 
examples were chosen for their distinguishing 
features, quality and coherence of landscape 
interventions and structuring devices, and any 
obvious overall character or fl avour.

The examples include:

Bordeaux Jardin Botanique

Dyck fi eld

Montjuic Jardin Botanique

Van Dusen

Pukekura Park

These benchmark examples are not all Botanic 
Gardens, but have provided some insight during the 
master plan design process in terms of contemporary 
themes, organising elements and spatial structuring 
devices.

Pukekura Park is an example of a park (not a 
Botanic Garden) within New Zealand that has been 
successful in drawing national and international 
recognition for its character and identity as a New 
Zealand garden. It has a variety of garden settings 
within a native bush framework, and its maturity has 
given it an intensity and enclosure focussed around 
the central lake. Pukekura Park has marketed 
successfully on its ‘festival of lights’, attracting 
visitors from New Zealand and overseas during the 
summer months. 
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5.02  Compar ison  w i th  Hami l ton 
Gardens

Hamilton Gardens provides a useful comparison for 
the Auckland Botanic Gardens in terms of spatial 
analysis. Although the Hamilton Gardens does not 
fulfi ll the same function, in that it is not a Botanic 
Gardens and does not have the same emphasis 
on the study and identifi cation of plants, it adopts 
some basic spatial principles in terms of wayfi nding, 
sequencing and enclosure for a ‘collection of garden 
styles’.

The aerial photos on this page are shown at the 
same scale. The hatched areas show the ‘gardens 
and collections’ sitting within a broader park setting. 
At Hamilton Gardens, this area is consolidated, 
intensive and enclosed.

Hamilton Gardens uses a system of gateways 
providing options for visitors to move from one 
garden to the next. The gardens are contiguous but 
there is no consistent element linking the gardens 
together. Instead, the gardens each have their own 
unique style including the paving and the structuring 
devices used to enclose each garden so that it can 
not be viewed from another garden. The amount 
of enclosure means that the entry and exit point 
is legible for each garden, but there is no defi ned 
route.

An attempt is made to hide service areas down in 
trenches at Hamilton Gardens, so that they do not 
disrupt pedestrian movement. Conversely, service 
paths are integrated at the Auckland Botanic 
Gardens, and continual activity provides the feeling 
of an interactive working garden that is a positive 
point of difference for ABG.

Overall, the Auckland Botanic Gardens has a 
different character where the gardens are more 
integrated with the landscape and visible from 
multiple viewpoints. It would not be possible to invest 
in the same degree of infrastructure as Hamilton 
Gardens to completely enclose each space, and 
would not be entirely appropriate in this context. 
Aside from courtyard areas closest to the visitors 
centre, the landscape framework creates the most 
effective structuring device.

The concept of grouping gardens off ‘nodes’ can 
translate to the Auckland Botanic Gardens. An entry 
and exit from a single gateway provides a logical 
wayfi nding sequence.

Hamil ton Gardens
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Management principles 
 
The master planning of the Auckland Botanic Gardens is guided by the objectives and 
policies of the operative Auckland Botanic Gardens Management Plan (2001), as well as 
the following set of management principles largely based on those contained in the Draft 
Regional Parks Management Plan (2009), but applied to the context of the Gardens: 
 
 
Principle 1: Protecting the values and worth of regional parks. 
 
Protecting and enhancing the value and role of the Auckland Botanic Gardens in 
managing plant collections for the purposes of conservation, education, recreation, 
scientific and horticultural research. 
 
And/or? 
 
Protecting and, where appropriate, enhancing the heritage elements, plant collections and 
open spaces because of their botanical, landscape, cultural, recreational and educational 
value and contribution to the quality of visitor experiences at the Gardens.  
 
Principle 2: Protecting the integrity of Auckland’s landscapes. 
 
Protecting and enhancing dominant landscape features and viewshafts within the 
Gardens to assist wayfinding [orientation] and appreciation of the landscape setting and 
spatial qualities of the Gardens. 
 
Principle 3: Protecting the integrity of the regional parks. 
 
Fostering relationships with public agencies, adjoining communities and landowners to 
protect the integrity of Gardens from environmental threats and to enhance the landscape 
setting and recreational, educational and aesthetic experience of the Gardens. 
 
Principle 4: Recognising and providing for the relationship of tangata whenua with 

ancestral taonga. 
 
Recognising and providing for the relationship of tangata whenua with ancestral taonga, 
including providing opportunities to involve tangata whenua in the planning for and 
interpretation of traditional plant collections, relevant infrastructure development and 
habitat restoration and enhancement programmes. 
 
Principle 5:  Promoting and facilitating wise stewardship of the parks. 
 
Promoting and facilitating wise stewardship of the Gardens through public education 
programmes and implementing relevant bylaws and regulations.  

5.03  Dra f t  Management  Pr inc ip les 

(Reg iona l  Parks  Management  p r inc ip les  adapted  fo r  Auck land 
Botan ic  Gardens)

 
Protecting and enhancing native biodiversity and ecosystems within the Gardens, 
including the conservation of the native forest area and waterways as habitat for a range 
of indigenous flora and fauna. 
 
Principle 7: Protecting the park heritage features and telling the region’s stories. 
 
Promoting public awareness and understanding of the Gardens’ role and increasing visitor 
appreciation of plants and the environment through education and interpretation 
opportunities.  
 
Principle 8: Minimising the impacts of development. 
 
Providing the limited development of infrastructure, buildings and facilities for operational, 
recreational, and educational purposes that are appropriate to the garden setting and do 
not compromise the quality of the visitor experience at the Gardens. 
 
Principle 9:  Providing a range of compatible quality outdoor visitor experiences. 
 
Providing a range of visitor experiences and opportunities which are compatible and 
consistent with the garden setting and protection of the unique plant collections and 
native biodiversity of the Gardens. 
 
Principle 10: Managing the regional parks network as a whole and as part of a network 

of regional open spaces. 
  
Managing Auckland Botanic Gardens as the region’s premier botanic gardens [major 
destination for the enjoyment and study of plants] and an integral part of the regional 
parks and regional open space network. 
 
Principle 11:  Guaranteeing freedom of access to a spectrum of core activities. 
 
Guaranteeing access to the range of activities and facilities provided at the Auckland 
Botanic Gardens free of charge where they are covered by the regional rate, except where 
additional services are required or where there is exclusive use of the Gardens resources.  
 
Principle 12: Limit discretionary activities. 
 
Managing the Gardens to ensure that discretionary activities do not conflict with its core 
values and visitor enjoyment.  
 
Principle 13:  Facilitating public knowledge and safe enjoyment of the parks. 
 
Promoting the Gardens and improving visitor safety and security through information and 
visitor services. 
  
Principle 14:  Providing a ranger service. 
  
Providing and maintaining visitor services to facilitate visitor enjoyment, awareness and 
understanding of the Gardens and to support communication of its vision and key goals.  
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Principle 15: Applying adaptive and responsive management  
 
Ensuring that the plant collections and range of activities and facilities provided at the 
Gardens remain relevant to the needs of the regional community through consultation, 
monitoring and research programmes.  
 
Principle 16:  Facilitating community participation. 
 
Encouraging and facilitating community involvement in the planning for and management 
of Auckland Botanic Gardens through formal partnerships, such as the Friends of the 
Auckland Botanic Gardens, liaison with public agencies and specialist organisations, and 
through volunteer partnership programmes. 
 
Principle 17:  Being a good neighbour.  
 
Fostering relationships with adjoining communities and landowners on matters of mutual 
interest, including public access, pest animal and plant control, habitat restoration and 
enhancement, and the maintenance and enhancement of amenity and landscape values. 
 
Additional principles: 
 
Transport/Connectivity: 
 
Facilitating and supporting improved connectivity for all transport modes to the Gardens, 
including public transport services, walking and cycling. 
 
Engaging/Working in partnership with the community and relevant public agencies to 
influence travel choices by implementing a travel plan for the Gardens and improving 
information on travel options. 
 
Sustainability 
 
Minimising environmental impacts through sustainable horticulture practise; displaying and 
promoting plant species suitable for the Auckland region; contributing to increased native 
biodiversity; and promoting sustainable travel options to the Gardens.  

Design principles 
 
In addition to these management principles, the master plan will be developed using the 
following key design principles: 
 
1. Create a legible framework for the Botanic Gardens to organise plant collections and 

optimise visitor enjoyment. 
 

2. Create an interesting and unique visitor experience by developing a South Pacific 
theme expressed in the overall landscape framework. 

3 

 
3. Showcase plant collections from New Zealand and around the world selected for their 

relevance to Auckland, within the broader landscape structure of the Gardens and the 
unique setting of native trees, bush and waterways. 

 
4. Showcase sustainable solutions, and enhance environmental protection throughout 

the Gardens by applying low impact design principles and identifying education and 
interpretation opportunities. 
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5 .04  Vis i to r  Pro f i le  (Event  research  summary  2008 )
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5 .05  Marke t ing  ob jec t i ves  (ABG Marke t ing  P lan  Summary  2008) 
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